A NEW BOOK IN HALSGROVE’S CELEBRATED COMMUNITY HISTORY SERIES

SUBSCRIBE AND SEE YOUR FAMILY NAME RECORDED FOR POSTERITY

The Book of HAPPISBURGH
The Book of Happisburgh (ISBN 978 0 85704 097 8) is to be published in November 2011, priced
at £24.99, although pre-publication subscribers can purchase the book at £19.99 if ordered by the
subscriber cut-off date below. It is a large format (A4), 160-page hardback book containing over
250 historic photographs, maps, drawings and other illustrations. Written with the community
interest in view, the book will be a valued memento, and a precious keepsake for anyone who lives
in, or who has family connections to Happisburgh. To order your copy simply complete the
form below and return it, with your remittance, to: Halsgrove Direct, Halsgrove House,
Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road, Wellington, Somerset TA21 9PZ. Tel: 01823 653777,
Fax: 01823 216796, E-mail: sales@halsgrove.com www.halsgrove.com
A receipt for your
reserved subscriber edition will be sent.

Include your family name in the subscriber list (see below)
ORDER FORM
TITLE

QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

TOTAL

£19.99

The Book of HAPPISBURGH
*FREE for two books or more, please delete p&p charge if applicable (UK only). For orders

POSTAGE & PACKING

outside the UK; Europe, please add £5.00 per book while all other international orders should add £8.00 per
book. (Please make all payments in pounds sterling).

TOTAL ORDER VALUE

£2.99*

£

Please debit my

K

VISA

K

MASTERCARD

K

Card No: …………………………………………………………

MAESTRO

Start date: ………………

Expiry date: …… Issue No (Maestro): …… Security code: ......... Amount: £…...….
OR I enclose my cheque for £……………… made payable to Halsgrove.
Name
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

Address
Postcode
Telephone

E-mail

This application form must be completed and returned to us by 26 September
2011, if you require a subscriber entry to be printed in The Book of Happisburgh.

Please indicate preferred wording (title, forenames/initials, and location, e.g. Elizabeth
K. Ford, Happisburgh, Norfolk). If this section is left blank, we will assume that no
entry is required.
Community
Histories
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

I have ordered an additional copy for the following people.
Please add their names to the subscriber list.
Name and location

A DIVISION OF

HALSGROVE
Halsgrove’s Community History
Series includes over 160 volumes.
Visit www.halsgrove.com for further
details, plus find out how you can
become involved in producing a
book on your community.

© Copyright Halsgrove 2011. The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd. Registered in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 &
6472636 at Halsgrove House, Wellington TA21 9PZ. Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals. Halsgrove® is a registered trademark.

PUBLISHED PRICE £24.99 – PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE £19.99

THE BOOK OF

HAPPISBURGH
MARY TRETT & RICHARD HOGGETT
WITH THE HAPPISBURGH HERITAGE GROUP

Top: The caravan park situated between the church and the clifftops has long been a popular holiday
destination (© Norfolk County Council) Above: Looking north along the beach from Cart Gap, taken after
the Second World War. Note the remains of the pill boxes built into the cliff, and other pieces of broken
concrete from former defences lying on the beach. Front cover top: Members of the community going to
church during the First World War. Mrs Ducker, wife of the postmaster, is in the foreground. Front cover
lower: Happisburgh lighthouse became operational in 1791. Gas was used to fuel the light from 1865, the
gas being manufactured from coal on the premises and stored in two large gas holders in the yard behind.

JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF THE FAMILY NAMES RECORDED
IN WORDS AND PICTURES IN The Book of HAPPISBURGH

Ferguson
Grimmer
Hannant

Harvey
Larter
Lawson

Marshall
Millar
Siely

Thompson
Watling
Weddall

INCLUDING OVER 250 PHOTOGRAPHS

YOUR FAMILY NAME OR THAT
OF A FRIEND RECORDED HERE
AS A PERMANENT MEMENTO

‘I bought a copy of our village history for each of my children for Christmas and
they were all delighted... a personalised heirloom to treasure!’ Mrs S.B., Bideford

RESERVE YOUR COPY AND
SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT
The Book of Happisburgh is part of the award-winning
Community History Series from Halsgrove. Described
as ‘high quality books by the locals, for the locals’
Community Histories provide a richly illustrated
lifeline to the past and a link for future generations to
treasure. Buying The Book of Happisburgh is a wonderful
way to invest in the community’s unique story. Don’t
be left out! Use the form overleaf to order and include
your name or that of a friend or relative in this limited
subscriber edition. Can you think of a better present
for them, or for yourself!

JOIN THE HALSGROVE COMMUNITY
visit our website at www.halsgrove.com
If you have ever thought that your town, village or
parish deserves its own book, but have no idea where
to start, Halsgrove Community History Series could
have the answer. This valuable programme offers
local groups and individuals a unique and exciting
opportunity to publish a beautifully illustrated
history of their own community. The project does not
involve any costs for the author and you need not be
an expert historian to get involved.
Contact us now at sales@halsgrove.com and we will
send you an information pack on how to get started.

The Wayside Stores and Post Office in 1902. Four-year-old Esther Ducker stands in the
shop doorway and her brother and sister, Charles and Helen, are by the gate.

The Happisburgh
Heritage Group was
founded as a result of the
Coastal Heritage Project
undertaken in 2010–11 as
a part of the North Norfolk Pathfinder project.
Further details of the group can be found at:
http://www.happisburgh.org/heritage

The erosion at Happisburgh is not a new problem, as this early 20th-century photograph
demonstrates, and historical sources record many instances of fields and buildings being lost
to the elements.
Left: Some of the earliest photographs of the
village date from the 1890s, including this
view of the first coastguards’ cottages built at
the top of the Town Gap which allowed access
to the beach.
Below: The Jacob and Rachel Valentine
became the Happisburgh lifeboat in 1907 and
the practice launch held every August Bank
Holiday attracted many visitors. The boat
carriage was pulled by a team of horses from
a local farm.

THE COMMUNITY

F

amous for the erosion which has dramatically
reshaped its coastline, the north-east Norfolk village of
Happisburgh can truly claim to have witnessed the full
range of human history. Recent archaeological excavations
on Happisburgh beach have found internationally
significant evidence for the earliest human occupation so
far discovered in northern Europe, while on the clifftops
above stand the medieval church, the Arts and Crafts
Happisburgh manor and the iconic lighthouse, the only
independently operated lighthouse in the United
Kingdom. The fields surrounding the settlement have
revealed traces of prehistoric burial mounds and a Roman
farmstead, and also contain the remains of a significant
Second World War radar station.
This book presents Happisburgh’s rich archaeological
and historical heritage, using archaeological drawings,
aerial images, historical documents, old photographs
and personal recollections to tell the story of this coastal
community whose residents have literally lived their
lives on the edge.
The book is interspersed with biographies of local
characters, which help to tell the story of everyday life in
this coastal community, as well as revealing little-known
episodes such as the case of the Happisburgh poisoner!
Famous visitors are also highlighted, including artists
J.M.W. Turner, Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth, and
author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

THE AUTHORS
Mary Trett was born in Happisburgh, where she still
lives, and has studied and written extensively about its
history.
Richard Hoggett has been an archaeologist for 15 years
and is currently the Coastal Heritage Officer for Norfolk
County Council’s Historic Environment Service.

